
Aristotle on the Common Sense: Unlocking
the Secrets of Sensory Perception
Aristotle, the renowned philosopher and scientist, dedicated a significant
portion of his work to understanding the human mind and its cognitive
processes. Among his many groundbreaking treatises, his work on the
common sense stands as a foundational pillar in the history of philosophy
and cognitive science.

In this comprehensive article, we delve deep into Aristotle's treatise on the
common sense, exploring its key concepts, arguments, and enduring
legacy. We will gain insights into Aristotle's groundbreaking ideas on
sensory perception, cognition, and the nature of the mind.
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Aristotle believed that sensory perception played a crucial role in human
cognition. He proposed that the common sense was a central faculty
responsible for integrating and interpreting sensory information from the
five senses: sight, hearing, smell, taste, and touch.

According to Aristotle, the common sense is located in the brain and acts
as a coordinator of sensory experiences. It receives sensory data from the
individual senses and combines them into a unified percept, allowing us to
perceive objects and events as wholes.

The Role of Imagination and Memory

Aristotle emphasized the importance of imagination and memory in the
process of sensory perception. He believed that the common sense relied
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on stored images and memories to interpret and make sense of incoming
sensory information.

Imagination, according to Aristotle, allowed us to manipulate and combine
sensory impressions, creating mental representations that extended
beyond the immediate present. Memory, on the other hand, provided a
repository of past experiences that could be recalled and compared to
current sensory information.

The Common Sense and Consciousness

Aristotle's theory of the common sense has significant implications for our
understanding of consciousness. He suggested that the common sense
was responsible for our conscious experience of the world, integrating
sensory information, memories, and imagination into a coherent and
meaningful whole.

Aristotle believed that the common sense was the seat of self-awareness
and introspection. It allowed us to reflect upon our own thoughts and
experiences, making us aware of our own existence and our place in the
world.

Enduring Legacy

Aristotle's treatise on the common sense has had a profound impact on
Western thought and cognitive science. His ideas laid the foundation for
later theories of perception and consciousness, influencing philosophers
and scientists for centuries.

The concept of the common sense challenged the prevailing view that
perception was a passive process, and instead emphasized the active role



of the mind in interpreting and organizing sensory information. This notion
has been instrumental in shaping our modern understanding of cognition.

Aristotle On the Common Sense: Oxford Aristotle Studies Series

For those seeking a comprehensive and authoritative exploration of
Aristotle's theory of the common sense, the book "Aristotle On the
Common Sense" from the Oxford Aristotle Studies Series is an invaluable
resource.

This meticulously edited volume presents a critical examination of
Aristotle's treatise, providing readers with a detailed analysis of its key
concepts, arguments, and historical context. The book features
contributions from leading scholars in philosophy and cognitive science,
offering a multifaceted perspective on Aristotle's influential work.

Aristotle's treatise on the common sense is a seminal work that has
profoundly shaped our understanding of sensory perception and cognition.
His ideas continue to inspire and inform contemporary research in cognitive
science and philosophy.

By delving into the depths of Aristotle's theory of the common sense, we
gain a deeper appreciation for the complexity and sophistication of the
human mind. It is a testament to Aristotle's genius that his work remains
relevant and insightful even centuries after its initial conception.

Call to Action

Embark on an intellectual journey into the realm of human perception and
consciousness. Free Download your copy of "Aristotle On the Common



Sense" from the Oxford Aristotle Studies Series today and delve into the
groundbreaking insights of one of the greatest minds in history.
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