
Discover the Enigmatic Charm of "Collections
of Nothing": A Literary Exploration of Loss,
Memory, and the Impermanence of Life
In the realm of literature, few authors possess the gift of illuminating the
complexities of human existence with such poignancy and depth as William
Davies King, the pen name of the renowned American poet, essayist, and
novelist, Harry Crosby. "Collections of Nothing," a collection of essays
published posthumously in 1922, stands as a testament to King's
extraordinary literary prowess, offering readers an intimate glimpse into the
labyrinth of grief, memory, and the enduring power of art to transcend the
boundaries of time and mortality.

Loss and the Fragility of Human Memory

"Collections of Nothing" is a deeply personal work that grapples with the
profound experience of loss. King's own tragic demise at the young age of
thirty-one casts a melancholic shadow over the pages of this collection,
lending an almost unbearable authenticity to the themes of grief and
impermanence he explores.
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In the essay titled "The White Umbrella," King eloquently captures the
anguish of losing a beloved object—a simple white umbrella that becomes
a poignant symbol of a cherished memory. Through evocative imagery and
lyrical prose, King paints a vivid picture of the futile search for this lost
treasure, mirroring the human heart's tireless pursuit of what is gone
forever.

The Power of Memory and the Fragility of Time

Memory, both a blessing and a curse, plays a central role in "Collections of
Nothing." In the essay "Le Tombeau de Mallarmé," King reflects on the
ephemeral nature of time and the ability of memory to preserve and distort
the past. He writes, "Time, the great solvent, dissolves all but certain
memories—not of events or persons, of sensations—odors, colors,
sounds."

King's exploration of memory extends beyond personal experience, delving
into the collective memories of nations and civilizations. In his essay on the
French poet Stéphane Mallarmé, he examines the enduring legacy of
artistic genius and the power of poetry to transcend the boundaries of time.

Art as a Refuge from the Void

Throughout "Collections of Nothing," King finds solace in the transformative
power of art. In the essay titled "The Artist," he argues that art, in its various
forms, provides a refuge from the existential void and offers a means of
making sense of the often incomprehensible world around us.
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King's own passion for art shines through in his vivid descriptions of
paintings, sculptures, and literature. He writes of the "mystic glory" of El
Greco's canvases, the "luminous obscurity" of Rembrandt's etchings, and
the "perfect beauty" of Greek sculpture. Through these encounters with
artistic masterpieces, King seeks to find meaning and purpose in a world
marked by impermanence and loss.

Critical Acclaim and Enduring Legacy

"Collections of Nothing" has garnered widespread critical acclaim for its
exquisite prose, profound insights, and timeless themes. Critics have
praised King's ability to craft essays that are both deeply personal and
universally resonant.

The collection has had a significant impact on subsequent generations of
writers, including literary giants such as André Gide, T.S. Eliot, and Ezra
Pound. Its enduring legacy lies in its ability to articulate the human
condition with such raw honesty and lyrical beauty.

"Collections of Nothing" by William Davies King is an essential read for
anyone seeking a profound exploration of the complexities of human
existence. Its poignant reflections on loss, memory, and the power of art
will resonate with readers of all ages and backgrounds.

This collection serves as a testament to King's extraordinary talent as a
writer and the enduring power of literature to illuminate the enigmatic
tapestry of human emotions. As we delve into the pages of "Collections of
Nothing," we are invited to confront our own mortality and embrace the
fleeting beauty of the world around us.
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