Empowering Recovery: Exploring Choice
Theory with Addicted Populations

A DEFINITION OF
JADDICTION  _o"

“(addictlon is shown by) a dqmﬁstrated
»“failure to refrain from a hehaviour despite
attempts to do so ora: complatnt by the
person that the behaviour is out of his or her
control.”

« Heather, N. (in press). Comments on O-J.
Skog, 'Addiction: definitions and -
mechanisms’-In R.E. Vuchinich & N. Haath@r"
(Eds} \Choice, Behavioural Economics and
efdfd‘tfon Oxford, UK: Pergarpﬂn Press.
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Addiction, a complex and pervasive issue, has long been a challenge for
individuals, families, and communities around the world. Traditional
treatment approaches have often focused on external control and
punishment, failing to fully address the underlying causes and motivations
that drive addictive behaviors.

In this article, we explore Choice Theory, a revolutionary approach to
addiction recovery developed by renowned psychiatrist William Glasser.
Choice Theory challenges the traditional view of addiction as a disease and
instead emphasizes the role of personal choice and responsibility in the
recovery process.

Understanding Choice Theory

At the core of Choice Theory lies the belief that human beings are
inherently motivated by five basic needs: survival, love and belonging,
power, freedom, and fun.

= Survival: The need to ensure our physical and emotional well-being.

= Love and Belonging: The need for connection and intimacy with
others.

= Power: The need to feel competent, influential, and in control.

= Freedom: The need to make our own choices and live life according to
our values.

= Fun: The need to experience enjoyment and pleasure.
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Choice Theory posits that when these needs are not met, individuals resort

to unhealthy coping mechanisms, including addiction, to fulfill them.

Applying Choice Theory to Addiction Recovery

In addiction recovery, Choice Theory empowers individuals by:

Promoting self-responsibility: Choice Theory emphasizes that
addiction is a choice, albeit an unhealthy one. By recognizing this,
individuals can take ownership of their actions and begin to make
different choices.

Fostering intrinsic motivation: Choice Theory focuses on helping
individuals identify and pursue intrinsic motivators for recovery, such
as improved relationships, enhanced self-esteem, and a sense of
purpose.

Addressing external control: Choice Theory challenges the belief
that external factors, such as genetics or environmental triggers, are
solely responsible for addiction. Instead, it empowers individuals to
make choices that empower them over their own behaviors.

Techniques of Choice Theory in Addiction Recovery

Choice Theory offers a range of techniques that can be effectively

incorporated into addiction recovery programs:

Reality Therapy: A form of therapy that helps individuals examine their
behaviors and make choices that are aligned with their values and
goals. It also emphasizes the importance of taking responsibility for

one's actions.



= Lead Management: A process of identifying individuals who can
support and encourage recovery efforts, such as family members,
peers, and counselors.

= Choice Boards: Visual representations of the choices available to
individuals, which help them identify and make healthier choices in
various situations.

Evidence for Choice Theory's Effectiveness

Numerous studies have demonstrated the effectiveness of Choice Theory
in addiction recovery. Research has shown that Choice Theory-based
interventions:

= Increased treatment completion rates: Individuals who participate in
Choice Theory programs are more likely to complete treatment and
remain sober.

= Improved relapse prevention: Choice Theory helps individuals
develop coping mechanisms and strategies for preventing future
relapses.

= Enhanced self-esteem and motivation: Choice Theory empowers
individuals to make positive choices for themselves, leading to
increased self-esteem and intrinsic motivation.

Choice Theory provides a transformative approach to addiction recovery
that empowers individuals to take responsibility for their choices and
pursue long-lasting recovery.

By understanding the principles of Choice Theory and applying its
techniques, addiction counselors and recovery programs can effectively



address the underlying motivations for addiction and foster a path of
empowerment and healing for those struggling with this complex condition.

If you or someone you know is grappling with addiction, Choice Theory
offers a beacon of hope and a roadmap towards a life of freedom and
fulfillment.
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