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About the Book

This book investigates the complex relationship between history, scripture,
and controversy in the development of the Jain sect during the medieval
period (c. 800-1500 CE). Drawing on a wide range of sources, including
historical chronicles, religious texts, and epigraphical records, the author
provides a nuanced analysis of the ways in which the Jain community
negotiated its identity and authority in the face of challenges from both
within and outside the tradition.

The book begins by examining the emergence of the Jain sect in the early
medieval period, focusing on the role of key figures such as Mahavira and
his followers. It then explores the development of Jain scripture during this
period, and the ways in which these texts were used to shape the identity
and beliefs of the Jain community.

The book also examines the various controversies that arose within the
Jain sect during the medieval period, such as the debate over the nature of
the soul and the proper path to salvation. These controversies often led to
schisms within the community, and the book provides a detailed analysis of
the ways in which these divisions were negotiated and resolved.
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This book is a valuable contribution to the study of Jainism and medieval
Indian history. It provides a comprehensive overview of the development of
the Jain sect during this period, and offers a nuanced analysis of the ways
in which history, scripture, and controversy shaped the identity and
authority of the Jain community.

Key Features

Provides a comprehensive overview of the development of the Jain
sect during the medieval period

Draws on a wide range of sources, including historical chronicles,
religious texts, and epigraphical records

Offers a nuanced analysis of the ways in which history, scripture, and
controversy shaped the identity and authority of the Jain community

Includes a detailed examination of the various controversies that arose
within the Jain sect during the medieval period

Author

John Cort is Professor of Religion at Colgate University. He is the author of
numerous books on Jainism, including Jains in the World: Religious Values
and Identity and The Concise Dictionary of Jaina Iconography.
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"This book is a valuable contribution to the study of Jainism and medieval
Indian history. It provides a comprehensive overview of the development of
the Jain sect during this period, and offers a nuanced analysis of the ways
in which history, scripture, and controversy shaped the identity and
authority of the Jain community." - Professor Paul Dundas, University of
Edinburgh

"John Cort has written a masterful work that will be of great interest to
scholars of Jainism, medieval Indian history, and religious studies. This
book is a must-read for anyone interested in the complex relationship
between history, scripture, and controversy in the development of religious
traditions." - Professor John Stratton Hawley, Columbia University
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