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Kamikaze: To Die for the Emperor is a gripping and thought-provoking book
that explores the history, motivations, and consequences of the kamikaze
attacks during World War II. Author James M. Scott provides a
comprehensive and balanced account of this controversial and tragic
chapter in history.

The book begins by examining the origins of the kamikaze program. Scott
argues that the kamikaze attacks were not simplement a product of
Japanese fanaticism, but were rather a rational response to the desperate
situation Japan faced in the waning months of the war. The Japanese
military was facing defeat on all fronts, and the kamikaze attacks were seen
as a way to inflict maximum damage on the enemy and prolong the war.

Scott also explores the motivations of the kamikaze pilots. He argues that,
while some pilots were undoubtedly driven by fanatical devotion to the
Emperor, many others were motivated by a sense of duty and a desire to
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protect their homeland. Scott also discusses the role of the Japanese
military in shaping the kamikaze pilots' beliefs and motivations.

The book concludes by examining the consequences of the kamikaze
attacks. Scott argues that the kamikaze attacks had a significant impact on
the course of the war. They prolonged the war and caused the deaths of
many American sailors. However, they also ultimately failed to achieve their
objectives. The Japanese military was eventually defeated, and the
kamikaze attacks became a symbol of the futility of war.

Kamikaze: To Die for the Emperor is a well-written and thought-provoking
book that provides a valuable insight into one of the most controversial and
tragic chapters in history. Scott's balanced and objective approach makes
this book a valuable resource for anyone interested in World War II, Japan,
or the history of suicide attacks.
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