Portland in the 1960s: Stories From The
Counterculture

Portland in the 1960s was a hotbed of counterculture activity. From the
protests against the Vietham War to the rise of the hippie movement,
Portland was at the forefront of social and political change. This book tells
the stories of the people who were there, from the activists and artists to
the musicians and writers who helped to shape the city's unique culture.
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The 1960s was a time of great social and political upheaval in the United
States. The Vietnam War, the civil rights movement, and the women's
liberation movement all had a profound impact on American society.
Portland, Oregon was no exception to these trends.

In the early 1960s, Portland was a relatively conservative city. However, the
city began to change rapidly as the decade progressed. The University of
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Oregon became a center of student activism, and the city's growing
counterculture scene began to attract people from all over the country.

By the mid-1960s, Portland had become a major center of the hippie
movement. The city's Haight-Ashbury district was home to a large number
of communes and coffeehouses, and it became a popular destination for
young people who were looking for a new way of life.

The hippie movement in Portland was not without its critics. The city's
conservative establishment was often at odds with the counterculture, and
there were several clashes between the two groups. However, the
counterculture continued to grow and evolve throughout the 1960s, and it
had a lasting impact on the city's culture and politics.

This book tells the stories of the people who were part of the counterculture
in Portland in the 1960s. It includes interviews with activists, artists,
musicians, and writers who were there, and it provides a unique glimpse
into this important period in the city's history.

The Activists

The Vietnam War was a major catalyst for the counterculture movement in
Portland. In 1965, the city saw its first major anti-war protest, and the
movement continued to grow throughout the decade. Portland activists
played a key role in the national anti-war movement, and they helped to
organize some of the largest and most important protests of the era.

In addition to the anti-war movement, Portland activists were also involved
in a number of other social and political causes. They worked to promote
civil rights, women's rights, and environmental protection. Portland activists



also played a key role in the development of the city's counterculture
scene, and they helped to create a number of important institutions,
including the Portland Food Co-op and the Oregonian Publishing Company.

The Artists

Portland's counterculture scene was home to a number of talented artists.
These artists produced a wide range of work, from psychedelic posters to
experimental films. Portland artists were also active in the city's music
scene, and they helped to create a unique and vibrant sound that was
influenced by both folk and rock music.

Some of the most well-known Portland artists from the 1960s include:

=  Wes Wilson: A psychedelic artist who was known for his posters and
album covers.

= Terry Toonen: An experimental filmmaker who was known for his
groundbreaking work on the film "The Trip."

= Jandek: A folk musician who was known for his unique and haunting
sound.

The Musicians

Portland's counterculture scene was also home to a number of talented
musicians. These musicians played a wide range of music, from folk to rock
to jazz. Portland musicians were also active in the city's political and social
movements, and they often used their music to express their views on the
world.

Some of the most well-known Portland musicians from the 1960s include:



=  The Wipers: A punk rock band that was known for its raw and
energetic sound.

= The Dandy Warhols: A psychedelic rock band that was known for its
dreamy and ethereal sound.

= The Decemberists: A folk rock band that was known for its intricate and
literary lyrics.

The Writers

Portland's counterculture scene was also home to a number of talented
writers. These writers produced a wide range of work, from poetry to fiction
to non-fiction. Portland writers were also active in the city's political and
social movements, and they often used their writing to express their views
on the world.

Some of the most well-known Portland writers from the 1960s include:

= Ken Kesey: A novelist who was known for his groundbreaking work
"One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest."

= Tom Robbins: A novelist who was known for his whimsical and surreal
work.

= Ursula K. Le Guin: A science fiction and fantasy writer who was known
for her groundbreaking work "The Left Hand of Darkness."

The counterculture movement in Portland in the 1960s was a time of great
social and political change. The people who were part of this movement
helped to shape the city's unique culture and politics, and their legacy
continues to inspire people today.
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